
Summer Reading for Modern Literature 
Summer 2019 

 
 The upcoming class will concern Modern Literature, which will generally be defined as 
literature from the early 1900s to the mid 1900s. The texts will come from different continents. Modern 
literature spanned the various corners of the globe, and so the globe will be considered in our course of 
study. 
 To this end, for this summer, please complete the following assignments: 
 

1.Read A Doll’s House, written by the Norwegian author Henrik Ibsen and published in 
1879. As you read, please take notes, and then summarize what you believe Ibsen’s main 
point to be. This text should be easily found in the Philadelphia library system, or online 
used. This is due on 3 September. 

 
2. Read The First World War: A Very Short Introduction, by Michael Howard. The book 
is available used at Amazon, and the ISBN you want to search for is 978-0199205592. 
Please read the text, and then list and explain three key points about the war. This can be 
finished in writing or print. This will be due on 3 September. 

 
 

3.Please gather ten words through the course of the summer that you are unfamiliar 
with. As you do so, record where and when you encountered the word, and then gain a 
definition of the word, the part of speech, and write a sentence that correctly uses the 
word. You will present your ten words in class on 5 September, when this is due. This 
assignment will be a Project grade for Quarter 1. 

. 
 
 Please feel free to contact me with any questions over the summer at my email: 
rlindberg@cityschool.org. 
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This summer, please 
1.Read The First World War: A Very Short Introduction, by Michael Howard. The book is available 
used at Amazon, and the ISBN you want to search for is 978-0199205592. Please read the text, and 
then list and explain three key points about the war. This can be finished in writing or print. This will 
be due on 3 September. 
 
2.Read Life Together by the German author and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer was found 
guilty of associating in an attempt to assassinate Adolf Hitler, and executed in April 1945 as Nazi 
Germany was collapsing. Read the text, and identify four main points that Bonhoeffer makes in this 
book about Christian community. Then, speculate about how Bonhoeffer's points could affect large 
communities of people that are deeply divided. We'll be looking for at least two pages of content for 
this assignment, which be a Paper grade for the 1st Quarter. It is due on 3 September. 
 
3.Choose one of the following authors from the modern era, and do two things: find out what they 
believed about people in their era, and what might have caused them to believe in those ways. This is 
meant to be research, but discovering what they believed about others will probably mean some 
conjecture on your part, so the assignment is not purely formal. Do list your sources though. 
 
   
 -T.S. Eliot, American poet. He wrote The Four Quartets and “The Waste Land.” One of the 
 most important poets of the modern era.    
    
 -Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the Kenyan author who was one of the first African authors to write 

Addressing issues of colonialism. He has written many books: Weep Not, Child, A Grain of  
Wheat, and Petals of Blood, amongst others. He still writes today. 

    
 -Ralph Ellison, well-known author of Flying Home and Invisible Man. 
    
 -James Joyce, Irish author of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Dubliners, and the  
 incomparable Finnegan's Wake. 
    
 -Chinua Achebe, well-regarded Nigerian author of A Man of the People and Things Fall Apart. 
 Went on to be a college professor. 
    
 -Virginia Woolf, writer and essayist and feminist from England. Her Room of One's Own will be 
 read later this year. 
    
 -Pablo Neruda, Chilean poet who wrote The Heights of Macchu Picchu, amongst many other 
 works and was a Chilean diplomat. 
 
Be prepared, on 4 September 2019, to give an 8 minute or more presentation on your findings about 
your author. Quoting some of their work would be a good idea. Do your best, and be detailed in your 
work. The format of your presentation is up to you – it can be just lecture, a Powerpoint type of 
presentation, or a poster board. Just be prepared. 
   
 Feel free to contact me over the summer if need be; rlindberg@cityschool.org is the place to go. 


